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to the Northeast. And I think anybody 
that lives in Texas knows that’s far 
from the prevailing winds in Texas. If 
anything, if we have a prevailing wind, 
it blows from the Gulf of Mexico— 
which is the Southeast—to the North-
west of our country. And the rest of the 
West, by the way, is not under these 
rules, with the exception of Oklahoma. 

So these rules are going to impose 
such onerous air standard qualities 
that at least in the State of Texas, 
with one company, they have 13 power 
plants, they’re saying they’re going to 
close two—even before this starts 
they’re going to close two. They’re 
going to close one coal mine. They’re 
going to stop shipping Western coal to 
that part of our State—because these 
are coal-powered plants. So there’s two 
offline right there of the 13 they’ve got 
online. And potentially they could shut 
down more than that, maybe even half. 
That’s one company’s power plants. 

Now, what does that do to you, to us 
as American citizens? It makes the 
price of electricity go up. It makes the 
possibility of a brownout and a black-
out more relevant. If it’s too cold or 
it’s too hot—and down where we live 
it’s mostly too hot—you might have a 
power outage. If you take power plants 
offline because they can’t meet EPA 
standards because the standards are 
too onerous—and quite honestly a com-
plete surprise in our State because we 
didn’t even know we were supposed to 
be under this set of rules—we’re prob-
ably going to have power shortages in 
our State. 

But that’s not all. The rest of the 
country has got these rules too, and 
they’re just as surprising and onerous 
as they are to us. The only difference 
between them and us is they knew they 
were going to be under it—this is the 
eastern part of the country. We didn’t 
know we were going to be under it, so 
we’ve got a particularly loud gripe. But 
other States are saying the same thing: 
Holy cow, what are we going to do? 

The Midwest, almost all their power 
comes from coal—not in our State; we 
still have oil and gas. But in the Mid-
west, all their power comes from coal. 
What are they going to do when they 
start shutting down plants? How cold is 
it going to be in Chicago this next 
year—which my dad claims when the 
wind blows off the lake is the coldest 
place on Earth—how cold is it going to 
be when they shut down the power 
plants in the central part of the United 
States in the Midwest? It’s a fright-
ening thought. 

The impact on humanity ought to be 
one of the analyses that’s made when 
you start making an analysis under 
these EPA regulations. Nobody wants 
to dirty up the air, but you can do it 
with reasonable assumptions as to how 
much harm you’re going to do when 
you start doing it. And the harm we’re 
looking at here is a lot of harm. It’s 
downright scary what can happen in a 
cold winter or a hot summer. 

We’re in the middle of a drought 
right now in Texas. And where I live, it 

hasn’t rained in—gosh, I don’t know, a 
long time, at least 4 or 5 months. We 
had barely a sprinkle on top of my 
patio in the back yard—didn’t even get 
my street wet, but they called it rain. 
I don’t count that. I’m talking about 
when it rains. Now, could we get one? 
Yeah. We’re a land of wild weather. We 
could get one tomorrow that would 
wash us off the face of the Earth. But 
that’s fine—we could use it. 

But the point is, that sure tells you 
how hot it has been. From starting in 
May until late in the month of Sep-
tember, almost the entire State of 
Texas had over 100-degree weather 
every single day. Normally our hot 
weather starts in late July through Au-
gust, mid-September we’re over 100. We 
had 105 and 106 the whole summer long. 
Now you can just imagine how much 
electricity got cranked out. 

If we implement the rules that are 
imposed by the EPA, we will double the 
cost of electricity. I’ll use my elec-
tricity bill as an example. The entire 
summer my electricity bill was ap-
proximately $600 plus a month. What 
that’s telling me is look for $1,200 
bucks a month. The guy that’s got $200 
bucks a month—which is the average 
smaller home in our area—he’s looking 
at $400 a month. It’s a shocker to have 
something like that happen to you and 
to realize it had to because people 
didn’t think out regulations they im-
posed. We can still meet the standards 
and not put our people at risk. These 
are the kinds of things that we’re talk-
ing about that so concern us. 

And the first thing, when this all 
happens—and the reason I’ve been talk-
ing about this now for almost a year is 
because I’m convinced that a lot of 
Americans believe that when this hap-
pens to them in their life, they believe 
this is done because the Congress of the 
United States passed some law that 
caused that to happen. 

b 2030 

They don’t know that it’s an 
unelected group of bureaucrats in an 
agency somewhere that made this deci-
sion, not Members of this Congress, not 
the people they elect to speak for them 
in Washington, D.C. No, people who 
have jobs that they can’t be fired from 
and who are entrenched in these agen-
cies around this town write rules that 
affect the lives of ordinary Americans, 
and they never know where they came 
from unless they’re in the industry 
that gets affected. Industry knows 
what bureaucrats do, but the average 
American citizen, he doesn’t know. 
That’s why everywhere I go, I talk 
about this because I want everybody to 
know, but particularly I want my folks 
back home that I represent to know 
just what these agencies do on their 
causes that causes the cost of living to 
go up. 

Well, I’m about through, so I’ll do 
this the easy way. I want to thank the 
Speaker for his patience. I’ve got plen-
ty more to talk about. We’ll talk about 
it on another day. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 

f 

OMISSION FROM THE CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD OF TUESDAY, 
OCTOBER 4, 2011 AT PAGE H6550 

BILL PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House re-
ports that on October 4, 2011 she pre-
sented to the President of the United 
States, for his approval, the following 
bill. 

H.R. 2608. An act to provide for an addi-
tional temporary extension of programs 
under the Small Business Act and the Small 
Business Investment Act of 1958, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported and found truly enrolled bills 
of the House of the following titles, 
which were thereupon signed by the 
Speaker: 

H.R. 771. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
1081 Elbel Road in Schertz, Texas, as the 
‘‘Schertz Veterans Post Office’’. 

H.R. 1632. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 5014 Gary Avenue in Lubbock, Texas, as 
the ‘‘Sergeant Chris Davis Post Office’’. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 32 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, October 6, 2011, at 9 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

3353. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting the 
semi-annual status report of the U.S. Chem-
ical Demilitarization Program (CDP) for 
September 2011, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1521(j); 
to the Committee on Armed Services. 

3354. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting author-
ization of six officers to wear the authorized 
insignia of the grade rear admiral (lower 
half); to the Committee on Armed Services. 

3355. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Procurement and Acquisition Policy, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Defense Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation Supplement; Increase 
the Use of Fixed-Price Incentive (Firm Tar-
get) Contracts (DFARS Case 2011-D010) (RIN: 
0750-AH15) received September 8, 2011, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

3356. A letter from the Associate General 
Counsel for Legislation and Regulations, De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Implementation of Office of Manage-
ment and Budget Guidance on Drug-Free 
Workplace Requirements [Docket No.: FR- 
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